SCIP Update 6.13.08

Tidbit of the Month: People infected with HSV-2 are more than twice as likely to contract HIV when exposed than those who do not have herpes. (NYC Dept of Health)
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Parental notification measure makes California Ballot

An initiative that would require a 48-hour waiting period and parental notification before a minor could get an abortion has qualified for the California ballot.

Similar proposals were rejected by voters in 2005 and 2006.

Secretary of State Debra Bowen said Friday that a random sample showed proponents had collected more than the 694,354 voter signatures needed to put the measure on the Nov. 4 ballot.

To read the full text of the initiative, click here.
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Policy Review: Balancing patients’ access to care and health care professionals’ right to refuse 

 
A consensus that the patient’s well-being is paramount is emerging in the debate over an appropriate balance between patients’ access to care and health care professionals’ right to refuse services based on their religious or moral beliefs, according to "Provider Refusal and Access to Reproductive Health Services: Approaching a New Balance." In a shift away from a near-exclusive focus on establishing a provider’s right of refusal, this growing consensus is reflected in current trends in policymaking, the guidelines of health care associations and public opinion. 
 
According to the analysis, the most extreme advocates of refusal have had only three real victories this decade. Instead, the legislation and regulations adopted have established at least some right for patients to receive care. Since 2004,
· seven new states, for a total of 27, have required insurers that cover prescription drugs in general to cover contraceptive drugs and devices; 

· eight new states, for a total of 16, have required hospital emergency departments to provide information about emergency contraception to sexual assault victims, dispense the drug upon request or both; and 

· four states have taken steps to affirm that pharmacies must dispense lawfully prescribed contraceptives, regardless of the beliefs of individual employees.
For an overview of related state policies, see 
Refusing to Provide Health Services
Emergency Contraception
Insurance Coverage of Contraceptives 
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Funding Opportunity: Promoting Innovation in Direct Services
The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy is seeking proposals to support innovation in direct services, particularly family planning. Three awards of up to $80,000 will be provided for a period of 12-18 months. Applications are due on August 15, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. EDT. 

For more information, visit http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/fund/Innovators_May08.pdf.
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Archived Proposal Writing Webcasts

NACCHO hosted a three-part series on proposal writing featuring experts from the CDC Division of Adolescent and School Health (DASH) in April and May 2008.

· Writing SMART Goals and Objectives

· Introduction to Logic Models: Mapping Your Proposal

· Developing Your Statement of Need
The archived webcasts are available at http://webcasts.naccho.org/series.php?id=569.
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2007 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Summary
The Division of Adolescent and School Health (DASH) at the National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (CDC) has released the 2007 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Summary in the latest edition of the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). 

The Surveillance Summary includes results from the 2007 National Youth Risk Behavior Survey and results from 39 state and 22 local Youth Risk Behavior Surveys.  The Surveillance Summary, new fact sheets, National Youth Risk Behavior Survey data files, and technical documentation are located at http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/index.htm
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If you do not want to get bi-weekly SCIP Updates, click here to be removed from my distribution list. Also, feel free to email questions, tidbits, or ideas for future Updates. Thanks!
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