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Tidbit of the Month: Teenagers (aged 15–19) who do not use a contraceptive at first sex are twice as likely to become teen mothers as are teenagers who use a method. (www.guttmacher.org)

In this newsletter:

· Grant Opportunities from The National Campaign
· Fact Sheet Examines States' Efforts to Safeguard Adolescents' Confidentiality
· Science and Success, Second Edition: Sex Education and Other Programs That Work to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, HIV, and Sexually Transmitted Infections
· Report: Perception That Teens Frequently Substitute Oral Sex for Intercourse a Myth
· Report: Teen Birth Rate Climbing Again in CA
Grant Opportunities from The National Campaign

The National Fund provides a limited number of grants to support activities that advance the mission of The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. Please see the section which lists current requests for proposals. Areas of Emphasis: The National Campaign Fund has three primary emphases: 

· Research: Building the knowledge base for action in many areas—public policy, media, community programs, clinical services, and more; 

· Innovation: Encouraging the development of new ideas and better ways to reduce both teen pregnancy and unplanned pregnancy, especially among single young adults; and 

· Action: Supporting policies and partnerships with powerful sectors (including states) that can advance our mission in clear and deliberate ways.
Open Requests for Proposals:
· Encouraging Innovation in Preventing Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy 
· Encouraging New State and Local Efforts to Prevent Unplanned Pregnancy
· Preventing Unplanned Pregnancy in Community Colleges
· Qualitative Interview Project Targeted at Unmarried Young Adults (age 18 to 29
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Fact Sheet Examines States' Efforts to Safeguard Adolescents' Confidentiality


State Policies Affecting the Assurance of Confidential Care for Adolescents provides an overview of states' minor consent laws and new information on the use of explanation-of-benefit (EOB) statements by state Medicaid agencies and their contracting managed care organizations. The fact sheet explains how and why EOBs are used and addresses the implications of state policies for adolescents and for health professionals. Conclusions and data on state protections for sensitive services are included. 

The fact sheet is available at http://www.incenterstrategies.org/jan07/factsheet5.pdf.
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Science and Success, Second Edition: Sex Education and Other Programs That Work to Prevent Teen Pregnancy, HIV, and Sexually Transmitted Infections
Science and Success identified 26 programs proven effective by rigorous evaluation. Each of these programs either led to at least two positive behavior changes (delay of sexual initiation, reduction in frequency of sex, reduction in number of partners, increase in use of contraception or condoms, or reduction in unprotected sex); or, showed effectiveness in reducing pregnancy, STIs, or HIV rates.

Effective programs were designed for a variety of contexts and were effective with various populations of young people. Science and Success, Second Edition includes school-based programs, clinic-based programs, and community-based programs; programs which worked with youth ranging from elementary school to young adulthood; and culturally competent programs proven effective with African American/black and/or Hispanic/Latino youth.

Order a copy of Science and Success, Second Edition, or download the executive summary and full report!
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Perception That Teens Frequently Substitute Oral Sex for Intercourse a Myth 


A new study by the Guttmacher Institute examines the prevalence of non-coital sexual activities among adolescents. According to the study's author, "there is a widespread belief that teens engage in nonvaginal forms of sex, especially oral sex, as a way to be sexually active while still claiming that technically, they are virgins. However, our research shows that this supposed substitution of oral sex for vaginal sex is largely a myth. There is no good evidence that teens who have not had intercourse engage in oral sex with a series of partners." 

To view the full study, visit http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/JAH_Lindberg.pdf.
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Teen Birth Rate Climbing Again in CA
Mirroring a nationwide trend, California’s 15-year teen birth rate decline came to an abrupt halt in 2006 as rates began to climb in the state overall and in 32 of California’s 40 State Senate Districts. In fact, the annual number of teen births had already begun to increase in 2004 while the birth rate was still declining slightly, due to California’s rapidly growing teen population. And estimated taxpayer costs, due to a small annual inflation component, began to increase a year earlier in 2003.
To read the full report in the Public Health Institute’s 2008 Spring Policy Review, click here.
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If you do not want to get bi-weekly SCIP Updates, click here to be removed from my distribution list. Also, feel free to email questions, tidbits, or ideas for future Updates. Thanks!
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