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I. Purpose

A. To establish guidelines for evaluating trauma patients to determine the most appropriate
receiving hospital.

B. Authority for this policy is noted in Division 2.5, California Health and Safety Code, Sections
1797.222, 1798.162, 1798.163 California Code of Regulations Section 100255

C. References for this policy include:

1. National guideline for the field triage of injured patients: Recommendations of the
National Expert Panel on Field Triage, 2021. Journal of Trauma and Acute Care
Surgery: August 2022 - Volume 93 - Issue 2 - p e49-e60

2. Validation of a Prehospital Trauma Triage Tool: A 10-Year Perspective. J. Trauma 2008;
65:1253-1257.

II. Definitions

A. Red Criteria refers to physiologic and anatomic criteria indicative for high risk of serious injury.
and are considered major trauma patients.

B. Yellow Criteria refers mechanism or EMS judgment criteria indicative of moderate risk for
serious injury and are considered minor trauma patients

C. “Pediatric patient” is < 15 years old.

D. “Non-trauma patient” is a patient who does not meet any red or yellow criteria.

III. Policy

A. All trauma patients will be triaged using the following trauma triage tool. After completing this
evaluation, pre-hospital personnel will transport patients in accordance with Policy 625
Trauma Patient Transport and Hospital Destination.

https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/toc/2022/08000
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