
 
 
 
1) HOW DO I ORDER MORE YELLOW IMMUNIZATION (IZ) CARDS? 
 

- Simply call and place your order with  the IZ Coordinator at (831) 454 – 4646 
 

* Please note * 
 
The IZ Program can mail up to 25 cards at one time. If more than that amount 
is needed, someone from the provider’s office must come pick them up. 

 
 
 
2) WHAT ELSE CAN I ORDER FROM THE SANTA CRUZ COUNTY IZ PROGRAM? 
 

- Providers can order:  
 
� Yellow IZ chart forms 

 
� Adult IZ chart forms 

 
� Stickers and IZ postcard reminders 

 
 
 

3) WHO DO I CALL IF I HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ELECTRONIC IZ REGISTRY? 
 
  - Call the Immunization (IZ) Coordinator at (831) 454 – 4646 
 

 

IZ : Frequently Asked Questions


	Disease Reporting  
	 An important function of public health is to monitor and track diseases and conditions that impact the general population.  This public health surveillance function is carried out through a partnership of healthcare providers, laboratories, and local, state and national public health agencies.  This partnership is strengthened through regulations that define the diseases and conditions to be reported, as well as the duties that each of the partners must perform.  Specifically, Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR) requires health care providers and/or laboratories to report certain health conditions, listed in Sections 2500 and 2505 of the CCR (“reportable disease list”), in a timely fashion to local health authorities.  
	OUTBREAKS
	OUTBREAKS of ANY DISEASE are reportable to the Communicable Disease (CD) Unit. This is true whether or not the disease is a reportable condition. An outbreak is defined as the occurrence of a number of cases of a disease that is unusually large or unexpected for a given place and time. For example, a foodborne illness outbreak may be defined as an incident in which two or more persons experience a similar illness resulting from the ingestion of a common food, whereas an outbreak of smallpox is defined as one confirmed case. Outbreaks are often originate from a common food or water source, however person-to-person transmission of an illness can also result in an outbreak, as can exposure to common surfaces (e.g. pedicure spas). The aim in reporting outbreaks is to detect an outbreak as early as possible so as to control the spread of disease among the population at risk. Thus, even if you only suspect an outbreak, you should alert the CD Unit.
	WHERE TO REPORT
	 
	FOODBORNE ILLNESS
	WHERE TO REPORT
	. 
	For more information on HIV/AIDS in Santa Cruz County, please visit the county’s website (www.santacruzhealth.org) and search AIDS.
	 WHAT AND WHEN TO REPORT
	* * * Please do not wait for lab results to confirm a diagnosis of active TB prior to reporting * * *
	1) ACTIVE TB, SUSPECT
	 A person for whom a health care provider suspects, after evaluating signs, symptoms, and/or, laboratory/radiographic evidence, is likely to have TB in any body site.
	  
	2) ACTIVE TB, CONFIRMED
	 A person who has had a specimen that has a final result of Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M.tb) or M.tb complex.
	HOW:   By phone or faxing a CMR

	WHERE TO REPORT
	 Santa Cruz County TB control
	California TB screening, diagnosis and treatment guidelines
	 TB consultation for medical providers

	DIAGNOSTIC TOOLS
	RADIOGRAPHY  
	Use chest x-rays to help diagnose or rule out pulmonary TB.
	 Adults      (  PA view
	 Children, < 13 y.o.   (  PA and lateral view 
	(The lateral view helps identify intrathoracic lymphadenopathy--a common abnormality that can indicate active TB in children.)
	BACTERIOLOGY 
	Order an acid-fast bacilli (AFB) smear and culture for specimens taken from the body site that is suspected to have TB. The most commonly collected specimen is sputum or thick mucus that comes from the lungs. When possible, collect at least three sputum specimens before initiating treatment for active TB.
	SPUTUM COLLECTION: 
	 Instruct patient to spontaneously expectorate one sputum specimen per day for three days. It is best to collect the specimens in the morning before eating.  Ask patient to rinse his mouth with water, breathe deeply, and cough up sputum from the bottom of his lungs into the specimen container. Specimens should be delivered promptly to the lab or refrigerated. If patient is unable to expectorate sputum, order sputum induction for three specimens.
	GASTRIC ASPIRATE: 
	 Sampling of gastric contents to find mucus that has been swept up by the respiratory tract and swallowed during the night. Order for infants and young children that cannot expectorate sputum. May require an inpatient setting. See website below for instructions: www.nationaltbcenter.edu/pediatric_tb
	 
	SCREENING TOOLS 
	TB SKIN TEST (TST)
	The TST detects TB infection in immunocompetent patients. It can be used to complete the clinical picture for active TB, but it cannot be used to rule out active TB. Previous BCG vaccination should be ignored when interpreting a TST result. 
	POSITIVE TST 
	1) ≥ 5mm of induration for all persons with the following conditions:
	*Note: 2 step testing (two TSTs 1 to 3 weeks apart) should be used for persons entering a health care setting as a resident or a worker if they have not received a TST in the last year. 
	To see how a TST should be applied and read, select “TB control FAQ” at www.nationaltbcenter.edu/resources.
	QUANTIFERON-TB-GOLD (QFT-G) 
	QFT is an in-vitro laboratory diagnostic test recently approved by the FDA for detecting TB infection. It is a blood test that is less influenced than the TST by non-tuberculous mycobacteria and BCG. For its use, see the MMWR article, “Recommendations and Reports published by the CDC,” 12-16-05 at http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/. See also the “California TB Controllers Association’s Position Statement” on QFT- G, published 5-18-07, available at www.ctca.org. Contact the Santa Cruz County TB Program Coordinators for more information on ordering a QFT-G test.
	Latent Tuberculosis Infection (LTBI) Risk Assessment Scale Name: ________________________________

	Characteristic

	Age:  Less than 5 years
	Close Contact to a Case of Active Pulmonary / Laryngeal TB
	Carcinoma of the Head / Neck, Intestinal Bypass
	Incarceration within the past 12 months
	 * Please call Santa Cruz County HSA, Communicable Disease Unit, with any questions 454-4114 * 
	PATIENTS WITH KNOWN OR SUSPECTED ACTIVE TB SHOULD BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY BY PHONE!


	 
	 



